Graduate Greater Louisville: High School Dropout Solutions Summit

July 30, 2008 Report Out from Working Tracks:

Emerging Recommendations
Student Supports 

Key Data Points or Issues

JCPS Comprehensive survey 

· 35 youth service providers reporting 21,028 youth ages 6-18 participating in activities.

· 6-11 years of age

11,640

· 12-18 years of age

   6,055

· JCPS Comprehensive Survey reports that 20,383 youth participated in clubs and activities (non sports) in school:

· Elementary Schools

5,062

· Middle Schools

2,521

· High Schools


1,475

· JCPS Comprehensive Survey reports that 20,118 youth participated in sports in school:

· Elementary Schools

1,940

· Middle Schools

1,678

· High Schools


1.201

America’s Promise 5 Promises

· Only 31% of 6-17 year olds have at least 4 or the 5 Promises.  

· While 21% have 1 or 0.  


The likelihood of having sufficient supports decreases by age:

· 37% of 6-11 year olds have at least 4 Promises. 13% have 1 or 0.

· 30% of 12-17 year olds have at least 4 Promises.  25% have 1 or 0.

Emerging Recommendations

· Expand transportation to improve access for young people for activities, programs , and jobs;  (40 votes)

· Improve relationships and participation of parents, families, and the community-at-large with programs and services;  (28)

· Expand funding and resources for education and afterschool programs;  (22)

· Create incentives/stipends to help keep youth connected to school and afterschool programs.  (22)

Multiple Pathways/High School Innovation

Emerging Recommendations

1.  Student Connections / Relationships

· Reduced class sizes

· Smaller learning communities

· Child / Parent / Guardian advocate connection

· Adult presence in community during travel times.

· K-8 schools (possibly ungraded)

2.  Creating / strengthening programs to meet student needs.

· Planned (4 year) service learning opportunities

· More safety net programs in all schools (LEEP, Home School 
         Coordinators, mentoring, after school activities, 6th grade academy

· More alternative programming (replicating Liberty philosophies)

· Widely publicize all options for student engagement in schools.

3.  Identify at risk students early

· Literacy – all students reading on grade level

· Identify and provide interventions for all alcohol and drug use

· Early gang intervention, prevention and education

· Coordination of  non-academic information flow from K-12 

4.  Addressing student safety

· Ensuring safe passages to and from school through more adult presence

· Safe and caring classroom environments

Life Readiness/ Education Beyond High School 


Emerging Recommendations


Parents and CBO

· How do you involve CBO in freshman academy?

· How to involve parents in the ILP process?
· Involve parents from the beginning in the freshman academy (workshops, team meetings, etc.)

· Teaching teacher how to utilize parental help


Finance and Affordability

· Lobby legislature

· Freshman course on how to get to college and pay for college

· Go to where the parents are


Alignment

· Strong endorsement for the New High School model

· Intervention strategies to address academic and accountability

· Articulation from freshman academy to college

· Workplace skills will be the driver

· Outcomes 

· Curriculum instruction

· Roles (parents, teachers, community)

Policy Barriers to Graduation

Emerging Recommendations
· Kentucky’s accountability system should be based on the same accountability measures as the federal  “No Child Left Behind” legislation. The state accountability academic assessment measures should also be used to determine a student’s success in school.

· Federal Accountability should be based on student improvement (Growth Model) instead of current status measurements.
· Kentucky’s current age for mandatory attendance in school is 6 to 16 years of age. Kentucky statute should be amended to change mandatory school attendance from age 5 to age 18 or graduation from high school.

· Create a single application for obtaining social services (i.e. KCHIP, Food Stamps, Free Lunch). 

· Kentucky has very permissive home schooling laws. Current Law allows students and parents to avoid truancy laws by simply signing a statement saying that a student will be home schooled. The home schooling law should have accountability and standards criteria established for approved home schools. (Citation)Mandatory Attendance KRS. 159.030

5 Promises�


Safe Places


Caring Adults


Opportunities to Help Others


Effective Education


Healthy Start








