
Since the publication of the ñDistrict 5 

Reportò last summer, there have been 

numerous meetings and activities across the 

District directed toward improving our 
quality of life.  Due to the active 

involvement of numerous dedicated 

residents, positive changes are being seen 

and felt across District 5.  Following are just 

a few highlights: 

¶ Violent crime is down dramatically in the 

area and homicides have not occurred in 

Shawnee. 

¶ ñWeed & Seedò funding was received and 
sub-committees keep working to meet 

their goals. 

¶ The Category 3 Review was renewed by 

the Metro Council for Portland residents 

to have an opportunity to review designs 

for any new construction in the area. 

¶ The Portland Neighborhood Revitalization 

Committee is working to increase home 

ownership and rehabilitation of properties. 

¶ Specific census tracts in Shawnee and 
Portland are targeted to receive a portion 

of $6.9 million in federal funding from 

HUD for the Neighborhood Stabilization 

Plan to assist in the redevelopment of 

abandoned and foreclosed properties in 

those neighborhoods. 

¶ Federal stimulus dollars will weatherize 
homes and repair numerous sidewalks 

across our district in the next year. 

¶ A ñWest Market Street Corridor 

Improvementò advisory group of residents 

assisted in a study, and a plan was 

completed that proposes major 

improvements to residential, retail and 
campus areas surrounding Shawnee High 

School along W. Market Street from 24th 

to Cecil.  The plan calls for planting trees, 

street level lighting, tree lined grassy 

medians to create single lane traffic near 

overpasses, distinctive sidewalk paving in 

retail areas, and amenities such as 

neighborhood banners, benches, trash 

receptacles and bus stop improvements. 

¶ Welcomed new Shawnee High School 

principal Dr. Keith Look to the 

community and met with community and 

JCPS officials to express concern about 

the student assignment plans for Shawnee 

High School and Western Middle School. 

¶ Shawnee High School students, with the 

assistance of U of L students, prepared 

drawings to redesign the entrance to the 

school and increase its visibility. 

¶ Dr. Look presented plans for ñThe 

Academy @ Shawneeò to the District 5 

Advisory Committee, the Shawnee 

Neighborhood Association and other 

community groups. 

¶ Met with U of L president Dr. James 

Ramsey to solidify the relationship of our 

district with the U of L signature 

partnership. 

¶ District 5 Crime Prevention Council held 

an all-day Youth Summit in August for 

middle school students to prepare them for 
a successful school year by addressing 

peer pressure, leadership, conflict 

resolution and issues with community 

leaders and volunteers. 

¶ Provided $35,000 for improvements to the 

Yearlings Club to make it handicap 

accessible by adding a lift on the east side 

of the building, concrete paving and new 
paint.  This community treasure opens its 

doors for numerous community meetings 

and public and private functions and now 

will be accessible to people of all abilities. 

¶ Provided Emergency Home Repair and 

Paint program services through the Metro 

Housing Resource Center. 

¶ Provided scholarships for ten District 5 

residents to attend the ñReclaiming Vacant 

Propertiesò 3-day national conference 

¶ Provided funding for debris removal for 

residents following damage caused by 

Hurricane Ike in September 

While much remains to be done, the impact 

of neighbors working together has shown 

positive results.  Letôs keep it moving and 
get everyone involved.  We need you to help 

make the difference! 
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Neighborhood News 

I want to personally thank those members who 

renewed their memberships at our April meeting. 

We are still growing and 

moving forward. The board has 
adopted the following mission 

statement:  

The Shawnee Neighborhood 

Association is a non-profit 

corporation committed to 

developing and supporting 

neighborhood programs, 

services businesses and 

activities that empower and improve the 

quality of life for all residents in the 

neighborhood. 

The Shawnee Neighborhood  Association will hold 

its third annual membership meeting July 16, 2009 

at French Plaza 234 Amy Ave. starting at 6:30 PM. 

Members in good standing will have an 

opportunity to vote for the following board 

positions: Vice President, Recording Secretary, 

Treasurer, and twelve Section Representatives. If 

you are a member and resident of the Shawnee 

neighborhood and interested in running for an 

office or need information on the election call 

Bonnie Cole, Chair of the Nominating Committee 

at 775 ï 5565.   

The second annual Celebration of 

Community  Health Fair was a 

complete success. More than 300 

people received free medical 

screenings, free refreshments and 

enjoyed the entertainment 

provided the Shawnee Tai Chi class and music by 

Service for Peace. Many thanks to our sponsors 

who helped make the event possible.  

A community garden is being planned in the 200 
block of Amy Avenue by a committee headed by 

Section 3 Representative Ruth French. To sign 

up for a lot or get more information, give Ruth a 

call at 776 ï 0874. 

Congratulations to one of our own, Ed Hamilton, 

renowned sculptor, who completed his work on 

the Abraham Lincoln sculpture which was 

unveiled June 4 at Waterfront Park.  

The association will continue to focus on 

increasing block watches in the neighborhood. 

Our goal is to increase from 18 to 30 by the end of 

the year.  

The  SNA sub-committee for the Christian Health 

Clinic went to Chicago to visit the Lawnsdale 

Christian Fitness Center, a health center that 

started in their neighborhood and is a model for 

our program. The visit was very informative and 

provided information for our committee to move 

forward with their planning. 

Another neighborhood clean-up will be scheduled 

in the coming months.   

The Association is dedicated to continued 

improvement to the appearance, health and quality 
of life of Shawnee residents.  If you are interested 

in membership, please contact Rudy Davidson at 

778-3050 or visit our website at 

www.neighborhoodlink.com/louisville/shaw.  

Shawnee Neighborhood Association Update by Rudy Davidson, President 

Portland Neighborhood News  with Resident Contributions 

Portland to begin zoning 

changes  recommended in 

Portland Neighborhood Plan 
by Debra Mercer 
 
Based on the recommendations from 

the Portland Neighborhood Plan 

adopted by Metro Council in February 

2008, Councilwoman Hamilton passed 

a resolution several months ago for Metro Planning & Design 

to begin the re-zoning process for the Portland neighborhood.  

The zoning changes will be done in phases with the first 

round of public hearings and approval processes being held 

sometime in August or September of this year. 

Residents affected by this round of recommended  changes 

will be notified by mail about the public meetings. 

Portland NOW wants to help you own a home 

or adopt a vacant lot in Portland by Debra Mercer 
 

Portland is one of five neighborhoods included in the 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP).  The purpose 
of the NSP program is to  redevelop abandoned and 

foreclosed homes.  Portland NOW is working closely with 

the Metro Housing Department and Councilwoman 

Hamilton to offer renovated Portland homes for sale at 

good prices with down payment assistance and other 

incentives. 

Continued on Page 3 
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Above:  Residents get free health 
screenings at the  2nd Annual SNA 
Celebration of Community Health Fair. 

Below:  New Portland Fire House  
dedication ceremony 
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Portland Neighborhood News   (Continued from Page 2) 

If you are interested in learning more about Portland 

zoning changes, owning a home or adopting a lot, 

attend a meeting of Portland NOW the 1st Tuesday 

of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Neighborhood 
House at 201 N. 25th Street, or contact the Portland 

Revitalization Committee of Portland NOW at 776-

0996 (Judy Schroeder) or 589-4050 (Debra Mercer). 

Portland NOW Elects 2009-10 Officers 

Recently the Portland NOW elections were held for 

new officers.  They are as follows: 

President: Mary Turner ; Vice-President: Jennifer 

Strane-Harris ; Secretary: Bobby Hickey; 

Treasurer:  Jim Hook.  Congratulations and thanks 

to all who participated. 

Portland Festival ð contribution by Tim 

Crabtree 

The Portland Festival was a success in every way 

this year.  The Portland Parade was especially nice.  

Lois Allen suggested that if I put my Chrysler 

convertible in the parade, I could host an important 

celebrity, so Iôm proud to say Sponge Bob got to 

ride in my car.  Kids know him well, and it was fun 

seeing the kids wave to us all through the parade. 

The Parade is just the beginning of a great 

day at the Portland Festival.  
Preparations were made the 

previous Friday night with 

help from the men of Dismas 

House at 15th & Lytle.  They 

were a big help in cleaning up 

the grounds in anticipation of 

the crowd, estimated at over 

30,000 people.  There were 

many display booths, exhibits, all kinds 

of food, and music.  One of the featured 

bands was Caribou, a local favorite.  They 
got the crowd dancing and raised spirits all 

around, along with the other bands. 

Funds raised at the Portland Festival are used to help 

the community in a variety of ways.  The 

whole Festival Committee did a great job 

helping Portlanders and visitors have a great 

time. 

Chickasaw Federation Engages Neighbors by Donovan Taylor 

The Chickasaw Voice newsletter had been out 

of circulation for many years, which deprived 

the neighborhood of a valuable resource that 

promoted community-issue awareness and 
neighborly living.  We are pleased to announce 

that the newsletter became ñliveò again in Fall 

2008.   

We are in the process of conducting 

neighborhood surveys by partnering with area 

businesses to see whatôs on the mind of 

Chickasaw residents.  Results will guide 

interaction with local politicians, businesses, 

churches and other organizations.  It will  also 

direct the content of the newsletter to best 

serve the interest of area residents and 

community stakeholders. 

The survey event is also encouraged by the 

support it receives from area stakeholders. We 

appreciate the financial support of Bethel 

Baptist Church, at Garland Avenue and 35th 

Street and welcome other support. 

The current membership unanimously agreed 

that lack of involvement from Chickasaw 

residents is likely due to not being aware of 

neighborhood issues and community 
happenings.  Moreover, the newsletter serves 

to provide a medium for area residents to voice 

their concerns relating to Chickasaw and 

surrounding communities.  The Chickasaw 

Voice is published to both inform and 

empower neighbors to become involved to 

improve and sustain the neighborhoodôs 

quality of life.   

Chickasaw is a treasured neighborhood of 

West Louisville, with much present potential 

based on a rich past indicated by its advocacy 
for quality living and neighborhood harmony.  

Chickasaw welcomes your support and 

membership.  The effort to build and sustain a 

cohesive neighborhood includes you too!  

Contact us at chickasawunity@yahoo.com or 

visit www.neighborhoodlink.com/louisville/

chickasaw. 
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Top:  Lois Allen.  Bottom:  
Carolyn Franklin (left) and 
Debbie Sennñall enjoying the 
Portland Festival 

Metro Budget Report FY 
2009-2010 Highlights 

ñWest Market Street Corridorò - After 
months of advisory group meetings 
and public input, $1,000,000 will be 

bonded to begin implementation on 
Phase 1 of the recommendations from 
24th Street to Cecil Ave. along W. 

Market Street. 

 

Other budget items: 

¶ $25,000ðPortland Museum 

¶ $20,000ðPortland Now for Portland 
Gateway Project 

¶ $51,900ðNeighborhood House 

¶ $50,000ðNeighborhood House 
debt principal payment 

¶ $45,000ðMetro Housing Resource 
Center 

¶ $221,000ðWest Louisville Commu-
nity Ministries 

¶ $104,800ðFamily Health Centers, 
Inc. 

¶ $600,000ðRestore Neighborhood 
Place funding 

¶ $2.4 millionðHousing rehabilitation 

¶ $55,000ðLife Institute, Inc. 

¶ $80,000 Project ONE Youth Em-
ployment Programs 

¶ $40,000ðProject WARM 

¶ $100,000ðThe Healing Place 

¶ $63,000 Family & Childrenôs Place 

¶ $30,000ðArts Council of Louisville 

¶ $75,000 bondðW. Broadway street 
improvements 

¶ $40,000ðSister Visitor 

Junk pickup & street sweeping will be 

reduced during FY 2009-10. 
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A Word From LMPD 1st & 2nd Divisions  

Crime Prevention & Safety 

Burglary Prevention 

Major Ozzy Gibson of the Louisville Metro 

Police Departments 1st Division, located at 416 

N. 29th Street, would like to provide you with 

some burglary prevention tips. In the most 
recent cases entry was made to the residence in 

the rear of the house, through a door or 

window, and during the day while the 

occupants are at work or school. The most 

common articles taken continue to be video 

games and video systems (x-boxes, 

playstation, wii etc.), flat screen TVôs, and 

tools.  

¶ Stay Alert. Be aware of your surroundings; 

watch for suspicious people or vehicles in 

your neighborhood. Call police and report 

suspicious activity immediately.  Write 

down a license plate and descriptions if you 

can. 

¶ Identify your valuables.  Copy down serial 

numbers or engrave identifying numbers 

such as your Kentucky license number on 

expensive items such as gaming systems 

and television sets!  This gives detectives 

the best chance of locating and recovering 

your property. 

¶ Lock up.  Secure all your windows and 

doors and make sure they have good locks. 

Always lock up when you leave. A burglar 

will try your doors and windows first; if 

they have trouble getting in they will likely 

move on to another house. 

¶ Light it up.  Make sure your porches, 

entrances, and outside areas are well 

lit.  

¶ Consider installing security doors. 

¶ Trim all shrubbery that hides doors 

or windows. 

If your neighborhood is not part of  

Neighborhood Watch, ask your 

neighbors about taking part in one.  

The best way to prevent crime is for 

neighbors to watch out for each other!!!! If 

there is interest on your block, contact Officer 

Kristin Anderson at the 1st Division 574-7167. 

Welcome toé. 

Two new Neighborhood 

Watch groups formed on 

North Longworth, and one 

has been reactivated on the 

600 block of S. 38th Street.  

Thank you for your 

participation! 

If you are a victim of a crime 

and you need a report... 

...you can contact the 

Telephone Reporting Unit at 

(502) 574-4661. This will 

allow you to have a report 

taken over the phone for 
insurance purposes. You may 

contact the dispatch center at 

(502) 574-7111 to have an 

officer respond to your 

location; in case of an 

emergency, dial 911. 
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Violent Crimes Down in Shawnee 

Major Yvette Gentry of the LMPD 2nd 

Division, 3410 Bohne Avenue, reports:  ñé  

the Shawnee Neighborhood continues to be 

one of the safest neighborhoods in the city in 
relation to violent crimes. We have 

experienced, however, a problem with 

residential burglaries over the past few 

months. The M.O. tends to be force through 

rear doors by juvenile suspects. Once they 

enter they take small electronic items that can 

be fenced easily on the street. We have been 

very successful in making arrests in these 

cases.ò   

As mentioned previously, be sure to record 

identifying information on the valuable items, 
and keep a list of all the property and 

identifications in a safe place. 

New Police Youth Outreach 

Program a Success 

I am extremely excited about our current 

Police/Youth Outreach Program that has been 

funded by Shawnee Weed and Seed. We meet 

every other Wednesday at Shawnee Boys and 

Girls Club at 38th and Jewell Avenue. We 

service kids from 12-18 years old with a focus 

on exploring possibilities. We plan to teach 

core values and expose our young people to 

positive leaders in our community.  Our next 

meeting is Wednesday July 8th at 6:00 p.m.; 
please feel free to bring your child to 

participate.  Call Maj. Gentry at 574-2478 for 

more information.   

The objective of the PYOP is to inspire and 

empower youth to achieve personally, 

academically and socially so that they can 

develop a sense of self-sufficiency, cultural 

awareness, community service, strategies for 

shortï and long-term goals, leadership 

development, communication, decision 

making skills, promoting positive identity with 
the culture of the home and family, 

understanding morals and values, conflict 

resolution and strengthen police/community 

relationships. 

DôShawn Johnson, Urban League Youth 

Development Specialist and former police 

officer, is coordinator for the PYOP.   Top:  U of L student volunteers. 
Above: Participants at Youth 

Summit. 


