
AGREED BOARD ORDER NO. 06-01

LOUISVILLE METRO AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

This Order is issued by the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control Board (the Board)
pursuant to Kentucky Revised Statutes Chapter 77, Air Pollution Control.

Company: Carbide Industries, LLC
4400 Bells Lane
Louisville, Kentucky  40211

Applicable Regulations: 2.16 Title V Operating Permits
6.43 Volatile Organic Compound Emission               

Reduction Requirements

Pollutant: Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC)

Background and Discussion:

Carbide Industries, LLC (Carbide) manufactures calcium carbide and acetylene pursuant to
District Operating Permit 140-97-TV (R1), issued pursuant to Title V of the Clean Air Act and
Regulation 2.16 promulgated by the Louisville Metro Air Pollution Control District (the District).
Carbide is also subject to District Regulation 6.43.

Regulation 6.43, Section 9 imposes operational conditions that reduce the emission of
volatile organic compounds (VOC) from Carbide’s facility.  The Company accepted the operational
conditions in 1994, in order to reduce VOC emissions from the facility by 15% (from 7,884 lb./day
to 6,701 lb./day).  However, due to several factors, including changes in production volume and the
loss of its sole customer for acetylene, the facility can no longer comply with the conditions imposed
by Section 9 of Regulation 6.43.  

Carbide notified the District in June 2003 of its need for relief from these operational
conditions and proposed an alternate condition that would limit total VOC from the facility to 6,701
lb./day in lieu of the operational conditions of Regulation 6.43 Section 9.  Since the loss of its
customer for acetylene, Carbide has made operational changes to reduce VOC emissions and has
applied for and received a permit from the District for process changes that will further reduce
emissions below 6,550 lb./day.  Carbide has also agreed to install a flare or other emission control
project approved by the District by May 31, 2007, thereby further lowering its daily VOC emissions
to 6,400 lb./day.

Carbide has also requested that the Board revise Regulation 6.43 Section 9 by replacing the
operational conditions with a daily VOC limit as set forth above.
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NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. Carbide shall be subject to the requirements of this Agreed Board Order in lieu of
Section 9 of Regulation 6.43 (April 16, 2003) until Regulation 6.43 is revised in accordance with
this Order, but shall remain subject to Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of Regulation 6.43 at all times.

2. Total VOC emissions from Carbide’s facility shall not exceed 6,701 pounds per day.
On and after June 1, 2006, total VOC emissions shall not exceed 6,550 pounds per day.  On and after
June 1, 2007, total VOC emissions from the facility shall not exceed 6,400 pounds per day.

3. Carbide shall perform the compliance demonstration required by Regulation 6.43
Section 3 and the monitoring, recordkeeping, and reporting required by Regulation 6.43 Section 4
on a daily basis, using process throughputs and established emission factors.

4. If Carbide’s performance of its obligations under this Agreed Board Order is delayed
or prevented by any event arising from causes beyond Carbide’s control, Carbide shall inform the
District in writing within seven days after it becomes aware of any such event.  The written
notification to the District shall include: (1) the reason for the delay or prevention of performance;
(2) the anticipated duration; (3) all actions taken to prevent or minimize the delay or prevention of
performance; (4) an explanation of why the delay or prevention of performance was unavoidable;
and (5) the steps Carbide will take to ensure that the performance of its obligations under this
Agreement will be reinstituted as early as practicable after cessation of the event causing the
unavoidable delay.  If the District agrees that the delay is unavoidable, it may grant an appropriate
extension.

5. Carbide has reviewed this Order and consents to all its requirements and terms.  

6. In the event that it is necessary for the District to seek a court order to enforce this
Order, Carbide agrees to pay filing fees and costs of such action. 

Dated this 15th day of February, 2006.

Louisville Metro Air Pollution Carbide Industries, LLC
Control Board

________________________________ ______________________________
Dr. Karen Cassidy, Chair

______________________________
(print name and title)
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Louisville Metro Air Pollution 
Control District

________________________________
Jesse Goldsmith, P.E.
Engineering and Enforcement Manager

Approved as to form and legality:

________________________________
Lauren Anderson
Assistant County Attorney


