 
Storm Damaged Trees – What to do?

Severe thunderstorms can cause damage to trees Treatment of these injured trees requires assessment of the damage.  Damage may be superficial and require nothing more than limb removal or pruning of broken branches. Injury however, if determined to be hazardous, may go beyond repair and the entire tree must be removed.  First, decide if the tree is worth saving.  If 30 to 50% of the main branches or major wounds have occurred to the trunk, salvage is questionable. If a tree has lost more than 50% of its crown, the survival rate will be poor.  Assistance from a qualified arborist can often be beneficial as to whether the treatment requires prompt action.
      The most severe damage occurs when the trunk splits and breaks off or the tree is uprooted. Mature trees blow over usually from root failure. Root rot, shallow soils, construction injury or grading changes can all attribute to this.  Uprooting happens most often when soils become saturated from excessive rainfall. There is no salvaging this type of injury.  

     Broken branches should be pruned back to the point where they join a larger branch. Do not leave stubs, as they encourage decay, and never make cuts flush. There is a collar at the base of each branch that should remain. There will a slight raised area to a proper pruning cut. When you cut larger limbs, take all safety precautions. Broken branches are under tension and can kick back unexpectedly during cutting. Always be aware of where utility lines are located before any cutting is begun. Contact professionals if power lines are involved. You should never cut limbs yourself near powerlines. Also if the job is greater than you can handle, contact a certified arborist. They have the equipment and knowledge to safely remove broken limbs and do corrective pruning.

     Never allow topping!  This accelerates shoot sprouts which are more likely to suffer from future storm damage. There is no need for tree wound dressings to prevent decay. Research has shown these products may interfere with the closure process of a wound and in some cases serve as a food source for harmful organisms.

    Injured trees take time to heal.  Never remove or thin a tree all at once. Too much loss of crown reduces the food-making capabilities of the tree.  Maintain vigor of trees over the growing season by watering deeply during dry times. For more information on correct pruning techniques, call the Jefferson County Extension Service at 569-2344.

