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future of this largest park within the Metro system. 
The þnal public meeting is scheduled for October 
22, 2008, at 6 p.m. in the Fairdale High School 
cafeteria, 1001 Fairdale Road. As always, you 
may review the public documents that have been 
generated as part of this process at our website: 
www.memorialforest.com.
Another exciting City of Parks project is the 
implementation of the þrst phases of the Waverly 
Park master plan. Construction of this $435,000 
project, announced earlier this year, is underway 
and scheduled to be substantially completed in 
November of this year. For those not familiar 
with Waverly Park, it is a 300-acre park situated 
between Iroquois Park and the Jefferson Memorial 
Forest, and long known as a peaceful and secluded 
place to þsh, picnic and hike. Over the past few 
years it has also developed into one of the premier 
mountain biking destinations in Louisville. With 
the improvements currently underway, Waverly 

Mayor Jerry Abramsonõs initiative to make 
Louisville a òCity of Parksó is creating excitement 
all across the community. Nowhere is this more 
true than southwest Louisville. Numerous projects 
are underway that promise to signiþcantly improve 
and expand outdoor recreational opportunities for 
Louisvillians. These include two major projects 
that are beneþtting Metro Parks natural areas in the 
Fairdale and Valley Station areas, enhancing the 
reputation of south Louisville as a prime destination 
for outdoor recreation and nature discovery. 
One of these projects -- the master plan for the 
Jefferson Memorial Forest -- is entering its þnal 
phase. Draft concept plans for the main use areas of 
the Forest (both existing and proposed) have been 
developed based upon invaluable input from the 
public via stakeholder and public meetings over the 
past six months. If you have not had the opportunity 
to give your input in to this process we encourage 
you do so now as the process is nearing completion. 
This is your opportunity to help determine the Continued on page 2



Do your part to save trees and keep our costs 
down, by emailing forest@louisvilleky.
gov with the request òsubscribe to 
newsletter.ó Include your name and the 
mailing address where you received this  
issue, and you will then only receive 
electronic copies of future newsletters.
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Park will retain this character, but with 
signiþcant upgrades to its amenities and 
trail system.
Improvements include:
Å An accessible path around the þshing 

lake with four stone-lined þshing 
nooks along the shoreline.

Å Two new shelters, including one with 
an attached ÿoating þshing dock.

Å Expanded parking and picnic facilities.
Å Habitat improvements, including 

deepening the lake, creating þsh cover, 
and creating wetland areas to support 
increased diversity of riparian plant 
and animal species.

Å Reconstruction of the soft-surface trails 
in the park to address erosion issues 
and provide additional length to the 
marked trail system.

In addition, although Waverly Park does 
receive channel catþsh annually from the 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources, Metro Parks is applying to 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife for Waverly 
Lake to be included in the list of lakes 
stocked multiple times annually as part of 
their FINS (Fishing in Neighborhoods) 
program. Future planned projects at the 
park that are not currently funded included 
a new restroom facility and improvements 
to the entry road.

Continued from page 1

Metro Parks wishes to thank the 
Metro Council, especially District 13 
Councilwoman Vicki Welch and District 
25 Councilman Doug Hawkins, as well 
as Councilpersons Rick Blackwell, 
Kelly Downard, Madonna Flood, Bob 
Henderson and Dan Johnson ð from 
council districts 12, 16, 24, 14, and 21 
respectively ð who contributed to funding 
for the Forest Plan. Metro Parks thanks all 
of them for their support of these projects 
which will be so beneþcial to the citizens 
of the community. 
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at the forest has steadily lost its ability to 
support aquatic life. Shannonõs Pond, a 
small ĳ acre pond conveniently located 
in the Horine Section of the Forest near 
the Environmental Education Center, has 
lost water each of the last few years. This 
is because of the ill-suited nature of the 
existing soils to retain water, compounded 
by recent droughts that have left it dry for 
most of the year. 
Natural Areas land management and 
maintenance staff are currently working 
together to seal the pond using a geo-
textile fabric that is embedded with 
bentonite clay. This fabric will be overlain 
with a sufþcient depth of soil necessary to 
secure the fabric permanently and support 
aquatic vegetation. The result will be an 
even better environment for our aquatic 
ecology programs that beneþt thousands 
of students and children who participate in 
programs at the Forest each year!
This fall, the pond 
will be reshaped 
to create a pond 
that is less of a 
òþshing holeó and 
more of a wetland 
environment that 
will support a 
greater diversity 
of aquatic life. 
Next spring, 
wetland-friendly 
vegetation will 
be planted in order to return the pond 
to its intended function as a wonderful 
environmental education resource. 

In June 2008, a local resident reported 
illegal dumping of debris, including 
rotting fruit and vegetables, at multiple 
locations along Jefferson Hill Road. 
Investigation by Metro Parks and Metro 
Solid Waste personnel identiþed the 
transgressor and a citation was issued. In 
July, the owner of Outer Loop Produce 
paid a total of $731 to Louisville Metro to 
cover the cost of cleanup and associated 
þnes. 

Existing regulations require that every 
owner of a residence or commercial 
establishment provide for weekly disposal 
of solid waste generated at their address. 
The generator of the waste can be cited 
even if they have paid someone else to 
dispose of the waste and that person has 
dumped on public property. In essence, 
every landowner is responsible for 
ensuring that their waste is disposed of 
properly.
The Jefferson Memorial Forest has in the 
past been a place where some among us 
have felt free to spoil these wooded hills 
with their waste. We are here to say that 
the Forest is not a dumping ground and 
those who choose to violate the law and 
good standards of conduct will be cited 
wherever possible!
We thank all those citizens who take 
the time to report incidences of illegal 
dumping and other encroachments on the 
Forest and other public lands.

Over the past few years, one of the main 
locations for aquatic ecology programs 

Metro Parks is proud to announce that 
an application we submitted for a $5,000 
grant from the American Hiking Society 
and Nature Valley Granola Bars was 
selected as one of the top 20 proposals 
in the country. Via voting on Nature 
Valleyõs website throughout the month of 
October, the public will decide the top ten 
projects that will be funded. Our project 
provides tools and supplies necessary 
to support a minimum of ten volunteer 
project days whereby 2.5 miles of new 
hiking trail will be constructed. Equally 
important, the project will help us expand 
out current volunteer trail construction and 
maintenance program within the Natural 
Areas Region. WE NEED YOUR VOTE! 
Please go to www.memorialforest.com 
before October 31 to learn how to vote for 
the Forestõs project! 

Bird watchers of 
Louisville have a 
paradise in Caperton 
Swamp. The premier 
birding spot, located 
on River Road near 
Cox Park, has an 
impressive record of 
sightings, with 190 

different species being noted in the 27-acre 
wooded natural area. This high diversity 
of birds, paired with its convenient 
location and easily accessible trails, makes 
Caperton Swamp a prime birding location 

in the state. Unfortunately, exotic 
invasive species have overtaken the 
park, grape vines have engulfed the 
tree canopy, and the once ecologically 
diverse pond has all but dried up. 
These adverse changes to the natural 
area have greatly reduced viable 
habitat for native bird species, as well 
as numerous other native ÿora and 
fauna that inhabit the swamp.
As part of Metro Parks Natural 
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