Message from Mayor Jerry Abramson
Our community’s children return to the classrooms this month.
Among the changes in Jefferson County Public Schools: the new student assignment plan and the development of new magnet schools to offer specialized instruction and a window to career paths.
Among the challenges: Tight financial times and the alarming fact that 1 in 4 public school students do not graduate in four years – and students of all races, neighborhoods and economic levels are dropping out. 
If you explore dropout trends, you find telltale signs long before high school – high absentee-rates for example.

Every student matters – and their success is a community-wide responsibility. That’s why Metro Government joined JCPS and the organization America’s Promise to hold a High School Dropout Solutions Summit in late July. The summit is part of a larger, continuing effort called Graduate Greater Louisville that aims to boost educational attainment across the board.
One strong message from the Dropout Solutions Summit: the impact a single caring person can have on a child’s life – be it teacher, parent, grandparent or volunteer. 

As I prepared for the Summit and for presentations I recently made to two large groups of teachers, my wife Madeline and I reminisced about our experiences in JCPS since our son Sidney was in kindergarten.
Tim Daly was the Principal of Emmet Field Elementary during Sidney's five years there.  He stood on the front steps of the school every morning, coffee cup in hand, greeting each child by name, and offering words of encouragement.  At Halloween time, you could count on funny costumes as well.  

 

Sidney's 8th grade math teacher at Barret was Mark Veigl who got up each morning to work a paper route before he came to school, then stayed after school two days a week for any student needing extra help. 

Our son will be a junior at Male this fall. It's still difficult to talk about Larry Pittman who passed away unexpectedly last year.  He was Male’s choral director for 20 years and was responsible for over 250 students choosing to participate in chorus. We thought Sidney joined to get out of Latin but it turned out to be a life-altering experience for him.  
Each of these caring teachers made a difference in Sidney’s attitudes and decisions about school. As you’ve heard me say before, having our children excel in school is not only important for their future success – it’s critical to Louisville’s economic future. 
Each of us can and must make a difference, whether we get involved as parents, volunteers or mentors. 
