
Idling 101



Background
ÁFour stakeholder groups 

recommended idling reduction 

to reduce air pollution. 

ÁAPCD formed the Idling Reduction 

Working Group (IRWG) to examine 

issues associated with reducing idling.

ÁThe IRWG recommended:

ÁAn ordinance to allow for broad, effective enforcement by 

LMPD, IPL and other Metro agencies in addition to APCD.

Á Idling be a civil offense rather than a criminal offense.

ÁThe ordinance exempt activities and conditions that require 

idling.
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What is idling?

Idling occurs when a vehicleõs main 

engine is running but the vehicle is not 

moving.



Why do vehicles idle?

ÁOperator Safety

ÁComfort/Convenience

ÁWaiting to move forward

ÁOperation of onboard equipment 

powered by the main engine

ÁVehicle care and maintenance, repair, 

and inspection



Examples of Idling
ÁPowering HVAC and 

onboard accessories

ÁWarming up a vehicle

ÁStopped in traffic or at a 

signal

ÁWaiting

ÁOperating medical and 

other equipment in 

emergency situations

ÁLoading and unloading 

passengers

ÁOperating equipment 

necessary for a job



Benefits of Idling Reduction

Improve Air Quality

ÁAchieve & maintain attainment of air 

quality standards 

ÁAvoid violations

ÁAvoid future nonattainment 

designations
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Benefits of Idling Reduction

Improve Public Health

ÁReduce hospitalizations and doctor visits

ÁReduce asthma attacks and other 
respiratory illnesses



Benefits of Idling Reduction

Improve Economic Health

ÁSignificantly reduce fuel costs

ÁReduce maintenance costs 

due to wear and tear

ÁEncourage economic 

growth



Idling Facts

ÁModern fuel injected engines do not need 

warming.

ÁRestarting a vehicle uses less fuel and 

causes less wear and tear on the engine 

than idling for 10 seconds.

ÁUS EPA recommends idling for no more 

than 30 ð60 seconds.

*Carrico et al., 2009 



Idling Facts

ÁReducing idling significantly reduces fuel 

consumption and costs.

ÁThe average driver spends 6 minutes per day 

idling.*

ÁLouisvillians waste more than 4 million 

gallons of gasoline per year idling 

unnecessarily.

ÁIdling costs a long haul truck driver an 

average of $5,700 per year.** 

*Costly Myths: An analysis of idling beliefs and behavior, Carrico et al., 2009 

**Lambert et al., 2001; Lim, 2002; Stodolsky et al., 2000; U.S. EPA, 2004



How to Reduce Idling?

ÁUse of technology

ÁImproved planning

ÁEducation and outreach

ÁRestriction


