October 24, 2008

JA Program Begins to Connect Dots for Area 9th Graders

During this summer’s Graduate Greater Louisville: High School Dropout Solutions Summit, Junior Achievement’s new program, Real Jobs, Real World, was recognized as a promising means to reducing the dropout rate.  

Real Jobs, Real World is a volunteer-delivered curriculum that will guide our young people through their career-searching process, from high school, to post-secondary education, to employment.  In order to decrease the dropout rate, “students need to see the connection between school and getting a good job” (The Silent Epidemic, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 2006).

This program will support the Kentucky Department of Education’s Career Cruising program which schools are mandated to implement, yet they often lack the counselor time to do so.  The program’s goals are to motivate kids to “stay on the career exploration and training bus” until they reach their ideal job, while helping the region to meet its workforce needs.

In this program, Junior Achievement volunteers will serve as real-world career guides for high school students as they help to connect students’ classroom career-exploration activities with jobs in the real world.  Students will learn specifically about 100 “hot jobs” that represent Kentucky’s top workforce needs.  

The seven-week program will pilot at Central High School in Jefferson County and at Shelby Area Technical School in Shelby County this fall, beginning the week of October 27.  Phase Two of the pilot will take place in 24 Kentucky classrooms during the spring semester of 2009.  Evaluation of the pilot will be performed by the University of Louisville.  The program will be adapted for Indiana school use beginning in the fall of 2009.

JA is currently recruiting volunteers to teach the program during the spring semester.  The volunteer time commitment consists of a two-hour training session and 7 one-hour classroom lessons.  

Also, high school teachers interested in the program for their classrooms during the spring semester should contact JA.  The program is recommended for 9th grade, but can be taught at other high school grade levels.  For more information, please call Leila Burch at 502-569-9212. 
