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One of the core functions of public health is to assess the 

health needs of the community.  This overview of health 

outcomes is part of our annual assessment of the Louisville 

Metro community and includes indicators and highlights health 

disparities in the following areas:

ü Demographic  and Social 

Profile

ü Maternal and Child Health

ü Causes of Death 

ü Chronic Diseases

ü Behavioral Risk Factors

ü Oral Health

ü Mental Health

ü Injury

ü Childhood Lead Exposure

ü Communicable Diseases



Î Environmental Services

Î Air Pollution Control

Î Louisville Water Company Services

Î Youth Risk Behaviors  

Î Hospital Discharge Data

Î H1N1 (Novel A Influenza)



Source: U.S. Census Bureau

üAn increasing trend among all 

populations was observed when 

compared to  year 2008. The White and 

African-American population decreased 

in 2008 after steady growth in previous 

years, while the Hispanic population has 

increased all through.
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ü BRFSS (Behavioral Risk Factor Survey Surveillance Data) consists of 

self-reported data from Louisville Metro residents on several health 

indicators related to chronic disease.  

üBy 2008, 84% of LM BRFSS respondents had healthcare coverage.

üHealth care coverage among African American respondents has decreased 

overtime.

Source: KYDPH BRFSS 2004, 2009, LMPHW BRFSS 2004, 2005, 2008
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Source: 2007 Louisville Metro Preliminary Birth Records, KY Dept for Public Health

üPreliminary data reports that there were 10,628 live births in 2007. This 

was a slight increase from the previous year.

üAsian and Pacific Islander women (30.3), and African American women 

(20.9) had the highest birth rate compared to White women (13).

üThe infant mortality rate for LM is higher than the state and national 

rates.  
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üIn 2007, 9.4% of the births were classified as LBW.  This was higher than the 

state and national percentage.  

üThe highest % of LBW babies was among African American mothers. Since 

2006, LBW has decreased among African Americans, White and American Indian.
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ü Birth rates for teens did not change from 2006 to 2007 and remained was 

slightly lower than the state birth.  However, both state and Louisville Metro 

birth rates remain higher than the national.
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üAs of 2007, the age-adjusted* death rate from all causes (1,103 per 

100,000) was higher than state and national rates. Death rates have 

increased by 16% between 2006 and 2007.

* Age-adjusted rate refers to a statistical process that is used when calculating the rates of disease, death or other 

health outcomes that allow communities with different age structures to be compared.
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üDeath rate for diseases of the heart was 244 per 100,000 population.

üThis rate for Louisville Metro was higher than the state or national rates, with 

death rates among African-American being the highest.
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üDeath rate for all cancers combined (malignant neoplasms) was 242 per 

100,000 population.

üLung cancer death rate was 75 deaths per 100,000.
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üDeath rate for strokes was 70 per 100,000 population.  

üDeath rate for African Americans was higher than the death rate for Whites 

(84 compared to 68 per 100,000).
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Source: 2007 Louisville Metro Preliminary Death Records, Kentucky CHFS BRFSS 2004,2009

üDiabetes death rate was 39 deaths per 100,000.

üFor African Americans, death rate from diabetes was more than twice the 

rate for Whites (78 compared to 33 per 100,000).
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Source: LMPHW BRFSS 2004, 2008, Kentucky  CHFS  BRFSS 2004,2009

üThe percentage of respondents to the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 

Survey (BRFSS) that reported having asthma increased  from 13.6% to 19.1% 

between 2004-2008 for LM but remained the same with the Kentucky CHFS 

sample over time.
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Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Office of Health Policy 

üHospitalization rates in Jefferson County for children under 18 years of age 

have significantly increased since 2000, particularly for boys.
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ü76% of respondents to the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey 

(BRFSS) reported participating in some physical activity outside of work in 

Louisville Metro as of 2008. 

üBRFSS data show percentage of physical activity among respondents 

decreased between 2004 and 2008.

Source: LMPHW BRFSS 2004, 2008, Kentucky CHFS BRFSS 2004,2009


