WOMEN OF NOTE

Elmer Lucille Allen
1st female and African American Chemist for Brown Forman Distillery

Lillian Anthony


1st person to open an African American museum
Gerta Bendl
(1900-1987) 1st female Democrat elected to Board of Aldermen (1969).  Also represented 32nd district in the Kentucky House of Representatives from 1975-1987.

Nelda Barton-Collings

1st woman Chairman, Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

Lori Beavin

            
1st woman Deputy County Judge/Executive

Fay Booth



1st female meter reader for the L G & E                         
Caroline B. Bourgard
(1862- 1928) Educator, 1st public school supervisor of music.  In 1908 helped to organize the Louisville Music Teachers Association, in 1916 the State Music Teachers Association.  In 1921, she organized the 1st  Louis Women’s Chorus.  In 1927, she organized the 1st  art school for African-American children at the Phyliss Wheatley Branch of the YWCA.  The Bourgard School of Music and Art is still located in Louisville on W. Muhammad Ali Blvd.

Anne Braden
(1924-?) Civil Rights Activist.  Charged with sedition along with her husband in 1954 for selling a house to an African-American couple.  Protested against Vietnam War, the House Unamerican Activities Committee and strip-mining in KY, (charged with sedition again.)  1st recipient of the American Civil Liberties Union Roger Baldwin Medal of Liberty in 1990.

Emma Ratterman Branch
(1984-?) 1st woman elected to political office in Louisville, elected to the Common council in 1921 and served for 8 years, representing the 1st ward.

May Howell Briscoe
(1908-?) Law degree from UL, county attorney for Powell County beginning in 1938, 1st female in KY elected to office of county attorney.

Barbara Brown
1st African American female to hold the position of Senior   Plant Manager for the Kentuckiana Performance Cluster of the United States Postal Service.

Kim Burse
1st woman and African-American CEO of a local bank (Louisville Community Development Bancorp)

Gladys Carter

1st female Alderwoman

Elaine Chao



1st woman from Kentucky to be in the presidential cabinet

Mrs. J. R.  Clark
(1839-1911) President of the Louisville Free Kindergarten Assn.   Her personal gift of a $400 seal skin coat provided funds to open the 1st  free Kindergarten in Louisville.

Judge Denise Clayton
1st female African American Circuit Court Judge and 1st female African American Appellate Court Judge.
Martha Layne Collins

1st governor of Kentucky

Lt. Colonel Jacqueline Cooper
1st African American woman Deputy Police Chief 

Maude Woodson Cossar
(?-1931) journalist, artist and politician, d. 1931. 1905 Society editor for the CJ, later Herald. Under nom de plume Cynthia Gray, she wrote an advice column. 1st woman in Louisville to hold public office, City Treasurer, under Mayor Huston Quinn.

N. Almee Courtright
1st female graduate from UL School of Law
Carol A.  Dawson
First Area Director for the US Dept. of Labor/Office of Federal Contract Compliance (OFCCP) in Louisville, Kentucky, representing the US Dept. of  Labor/OFCCP in enforcement of the Executive Order 11246, along with other Equal  Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action regulations such as Veterans  Readjustment Act and the Rehabilitation regulations.
Delores Delahanty
Founder and 1st president of the Women’s Political Caucus, KWPC and MLWPC.  

Laura Miller Derry
(1906-?) Attorney, graduated Jefferson School of Law, 1936. 1st woman to represent a client before a US Army court-martial (1944) and believed to be the 1st  women admitted to practice before the US Court of Military Appeals (1956) 

Ethel Biderman Dupont
(1896-1980)  Labor activist and socialite. Taught economics at UL in 1920s, wrote a labor column for the Courier Journal of Times.  Field worker for the KY Federation of Teachers, AFL CIO in 1950’s.  In 1947, one of the 1st  3 white members of the local chapter of the NAACP.  Attended the 1st national meeting of the League of Women Voters in Atlantic City in 1920.

Judge Ellen Ewing

1st female Judge in Jefferson County

Sarah McCurdy Fitzbutler
1st female African-American physician in Louisville (probably in KY)

Lucy Freibert
Professor of English, Sister of Nazareth.  Taught 1st  Women’s Studies Course at U of L in 1975

Carol Garrison, Ph.D.

1st woman Provost, University of Louisville

Denise Harper Angel  
1st  woman elected Jefferson County Property Valuation Administrator (1990)

Julie Hermann
1st woman Associate Athletic Director, University of Louisville

Hattie Hoffman
1st woman to serve on the Louisville Board of Aldermen, elected from 9th ward in 1929.

Grace James
(1923-1989) Physician, 1st African American female on faculty of U of L School of Medicine.

Aimme L. Jones
1st woman to graduate from Louisville School of Dentistry, later UL Dental School, in 1901.
Eleanor Jordan
1st African American woman to serve as Executive Director of the Kentucky Commission on Women
Mae Street Kidd

1st female legislator in Frankfort 

Phyllis Knight


1st woman broadcaster in Louisville WHAS  Channel 11

Helen Lang

Founder of Crane House
Katherine Gudger Langley
1st Kentucky Congresswoman. 
Lelia Calhoun Leidenger
Educator, 1st woman member and 1st woman president of the Louisville Board of Education.

Barbara Lewis


1st Dean of the U of L School of Law

Bessie Dortch Mack
(1884-     ) Educator and civic leader, graduate from Central HS in 1902, and attended Municipal  College of Louisville.  She opened the 1st kindergarten at Phyllis Wheatley School and one of the 1st hot meal programs in Louisville.  Opened the 1st lunch programs in the city.  Organized the City League of Parent-Teacher, was president of the Kentucky Parent-Teacher Association for 9 years and served 2 terms as president of the National Congress of Colored Parent-Teacher Association.

Judge Janice Reed Martin   
1st African American woman District Court Judge, Kentucky

Dr. Renee Campbell Mapp
1st director and the 1st African American Women Director of a transitional housing program for homeless single parent families in Louisville/Jefferson County.

Paula McCraney 
1st African American female appointed as the Director of Public Relations and Spokesperson for the Jefferson County Clerk's Office (1999-2006); 1st African American and African American female to serve as the spokesperson for the Jefferson County Board of Elections (1999-2006);1st African American and 1st  African American female to be appointed as a Chief Deputy of the Jefferson County Circuit Court Clerk's Office (2007)
Mary Garretson Miller
(1846-1894) 19th century, 1st woman to be issued a licensee as a steamboat master of a steamboat on inland waters, Feb 16, 1884, in New Orleans.  Steamboat was named Saline.

Emma L. Minnis
1st female African American Principal in KY—Benjamin Banaker School.  Her best friend, Mildred Moupin who is 96 yrs. old has a school named after her as well.)
Tori Murden McClure
1st woman and 1st American to row solo across the Atlantic Ocean. She was also the 1st woman and 1st American to travel over land to the geographic South Pole.
Elaine “Cissy” Musselman

1st woman to head the Chamber of Commerce

Dr. Celeste Nichols


1st Ph.D Bellarmine

 Anne Northup
1st woman to be the congressman from the 3rd Congressional District of KY

Merrily Orsini


1st woman President, Louisville Rotary Club

Katie Peden



1st  woman Secretary of Commerce for KY

Suzy Post
1st women Executive Director for the Metropolitan Housing Authority

Georgia Powers
1st female and 1st African American Senator in the Kentucky General Assembly
Dottie Priddy
1st woman to lead Jefferson County Legislative Delegation. 
Louise Reynolds
(19__-1995) 2nd woman elected to the Louisville Board of Aldermen, from the 11th ward, in 1967.  The 1st  African-American woman to serve as mayor (pro-tem) of a southern city.  1st woman president of the Louisville Real Estate Brokers Association.

Sadiqa Reynolds
1st woman to serve as Chief Law Clerk in the Kentucky Supreme Court. 

Joan Riehm
1st woman to be the Deputy Mayor for the City of Louisville

Dr. Melinda Rowe
1st woman Director of Health, Louisville/Jefferson County Health Dept.


Lt. Colonel Cynthia Shane

1st woman Deputy Police Chief in Louisville.
Rosa Phillips Stonestreet

1st woman Superintendent, Jefferson County Schools 

Estelle Sederberg
1st female to graduate from U of L Medical School, 1901-1905) 1st  female physician in Jefferson County

Anna Hubbuch Settle

(1887-?) Attorney, 1st woman Judge in Jefferson County.

Thelma Stovall


1st Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky

Carol Sutton
1st woman to be editor of a major newspaper, the Courier-Journal

Mary K. Bonsteel Tachau
(1926-1990) Constitutional historian, professor of history at University of Louisville, 1st  female chair of the Faculty Senate at U of L.

Sue Stout Tamme
1st woman president of local hospital (Baptist Hospital East) 

Eliza Tevis
1st freed slave to own property in the West Woods area of the county

Kathy Thompson

1st woman board member of local bank (Stockyards Bank)

M. Annette Turner
1st African American female Executive Director for the Archdiocese of Louisville.  1st  African American female president for Kentucky Interfaith Community

Sylvia Watson
1st woman to be a County Commissioner

Linda Weathers
1st African American Female Chief of Staff for a County Commissioner


Edna Witcher


1st woman Professional Highway Engineer

Lt. Colonel Terry Winstead 
1st woman Deputy Police Chief of Louisville Metro Police Department (2003?)
Note: This list was compiled by the Louisville Metro Office for Women in May 2008.
