Community help sought to reduce dropout rate

400 at summit seek solutions
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"We can't start talking about the dangers of dropping out to students in eighth or ninth grade. We have to start much earlier," said Bob Wise, president of the Alliance for Education.

More extracurricular activities. Stronger truancy laws that would allow officers to pick up students who skip school. And mandatory school attendance until age 18.

Those are just some of the recommendations 400 education, civic, business and government leaders proposed during a summit yesterday aimed at keeping more students in Jefferson County Public Schools.

About one in four Jefferson County high-schoolers fail to graduate in four years, according to state data.

"We are committed to doing something about it," Superintendent Sheldon Berman told those gathered at The High School Dropout Solutions Summit at Bellarmine University. "But in order to do that, we need help. We need to make this a communitywide issue, not just an issue for the schools."

Berman said his goal is to cut the dropout rate in half in 10 years.

"It is not going to be an easy thing to accomplish," he said. "It will take a lot of effort. We will need to reorganize our resources and reach out to the community for help."




We are committed to doing something about it," Superintendent Sheldon Berman said at yesterday's summit.

Louisville Mayor Jerry Abramson said, "It is up to us to keep our youngsters in school and to make them realize that they can all be assets in today's society. We all have a stake in this.

"As I speak today, there are 1,895 people in our jail and 63 children in our youth detention center, and the sad thing about those numbers is that they could have all been assets."

The daylong summit was sponsored by America's Promise Alliance, formed by corporations, nonprofit service organizations, foundations, policymakers, advocacy organizations and faith groups working to help children and youth.

Bob Wise, the former governor of West Virginia who now is president of the Alliance for Education, was the keynote speaker.

He said that states across the country need to start addressing the dropout rate earlier. "We can't start talking about the dangers of dropping out to students in eighth or ninth grade," he said. "We have to start much earlier."

Berman said he believes the key to tackling the dropout issue is two-fold.

"We have to provide interesting instruction that challenges our students," he said. "And we have to personalize that instruction so that our students feel wanted and accepted."




By Bill Luster, The Courier-Journal

About 400 education, civic, business and government leaders attended The High School Dropout Solutions Summit yesterday at Bellarmine University.

Several of the district's high school principals attended the summit, including David Mike, the new principal at Western High School, which had a graduation rate of 61 percent in 2007.

"Western has a big dropout problem," Mike said. "I wanted to come and hear some new ideas and strategies and see if there is anything we can implement. I know that raising our graduation rate … won't happen overnight, but I am committed to doing whatever it takes."

Reporter Antoinette Konz can be reached at (502) 582-4232.
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