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One of the core functions of public health is to assess the 

health needs of the community.  The sixth annual health status 

report is part of our assessment of the Louisville Metro 

community and includes indicators in the following areas:

ü Demographic  and Social 

Profile

ü Maternal and Child Health

ü Causes of Death 

ü Chronic Diseases

ü Behavioral Risk Factors

ü Oral Health

ü Mental Health

ü Injury

ü Childhood Lead Exposure

ü Communicable Diseases



üAs of 2008, Louisville Metro (LM) population was 

713,877, with significant growth over the previous 2-year 

period. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Source: U.S. Census Bureau

üFollowing national trend, White 

population decreased, while the 

Hispanic population has increased.  

The African-American population 

decreased in 2008 after steady 

growth in previous years.

üAge group 35-44 years decreased 

by 12% and age group 55-64 

increased by 43%.



üThe median household income in LM was $46,745 (U.S.-

$50,303).  

üThe annual unemployment rate in LM was 6.3 in 2008 (U.S-

5.8.).

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



Source: U.S. Census Bureau

üApproximately 12% of LM residents 25 years and older 

have not earned a high school diploma by 2008.
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ü85% of LM residents reported some type of health care 

coverage. 

üThe % of African Americans reporting health care coverage 

has continued to decrease since 2004.

Source: LMPHW Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 2004, 2005, 2008 



Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Birth Records

üThere were10,353 live births. This was a 4.8% increase from 

the previous year.

üThe infant mortality rate (8.0 deaths per 1,000 live births) was 

higher than the Healthy People 2010 national goal and reported 

rates for the state and nation.



Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Birth Records

ü10.1% of the births were classified as LBW. 

üAmerican Indian and African American had highest % of 

LBW. 

üOver 30% of African American women did not receive 

prenatal care in the first trimester.



Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Birth Records

üMore than a quarter of women who gave birth to a low birth 

weight infant reported smoking during pregnancy (28%).



Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Birth Records

üAfrican American females 15-19 years of age had a teen birth 

rate three times higher than that of White females (12.8 per 

1,000 births compared to 3.4). 



Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Death Records

üThe death rate from all causes (947.6 per 100,000) was higher 

than state and national rates.

üAfrican Americansô death rate from all causes was 39% higher 

than the rate for Whites.    



üMen had higher death rates for heart disease, lung  cancer, 

COPD, stroke, and unintentional injuries than women.  

üAfrican Americans had a higher death rate from diseases of 

the heart, lung cancer, stroke, and unintentional injuries. Whites 

had a higher death rate from COPD.

Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Death Records



üDeath rate for diseases of the heart was 216.2 per 100,000 

population.

üThe death rate for African Americans was 24% higher than the 

rate for Whites.

Source: 2006 Louisville Metro Death Records


