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DROPOUT SOLUTIONS Update, October, 2008 

This is the first of what will be regular informal reporting on progress made since the Graduate! Greater Louisville:  High School Solutions Dropout Summit.  This Update contains links to articles about two partner organizations that have already stepped up to help young people prepare for future success in college, careers and life – and to work on ways to make schools places where kids feel comfortable and connected.

The Update will serve as a way to connect the nearly 500 concerned people who came together on July 30, 2008 to see what could be done to help more Jefferson County students graduate from high school prepared to go to college, start careers and be successful in life.  Mayor Jerry Abramson and JCPS Superintendent Sheldon Berman hosted the summit, with sponsorship from America’s Promise (www.Americaspromise.org). By the next Update we hope to share initial steps for a community action plan – so stay tuned!
For more information and resources, please visit the Dropout Solutions Summit website at www.louisvilleky.gov/oyd/dropout_summit .

Nation Cities Weekly, a publication of National League of Cities, spotlights 
GRADUATE GREATER LOUISVILLE! High School Solutions Summit
In late July – just before 98,000 public school children in Louisville, Ky., returned to classrooms – nearly 500 education, civic, business and government leaders participated in the Graduate! Greater Louisville: High School Dropout Solutions Summit to examine the dropout problem and develop a plan for increasing the number of students who graduate.  In Louisville, one in four Jefferson County Public School students do not graduate in four years - and students from all races, neighborhoods and economic levels are dropping out.




To read the full article, click here
JA PROGRAM BEGINS TO CONNECT DOTS FOR AREA 9TH GRADERS 
Junior Achievement (JA) is working with Jefferson County Public Schools (JCPS) to pilot a 7-week program that will support Career Cruising, a program mandated by the Kentucky Department of Education to help students explore careers and training for eventual jobs.  JA’s Real Jobs, Real World is a volunteer-delivered curriculum that will guide our young people through their career-searching process, from high school, to post-secondary education, to employment.  


To read the full article, click here
JCPS HIGH SCHOOLS GET $1.5 million FOR SMALL LEARNING COMMUNITIES
Doss and Iroquois High School Magnet Career Academies have received a three-year, $1.5 million grant from the U.S. Department of Education’s Smaller Learning Communities Program.  Doss launched its Smaller Learning Communities initiative this school year. Iroquois already has five years of experience with the concept through a system of student academies.  The grant will help the schools more effectively use building space and provide integrated instruction.  The grant also supports the development of freshman academies, which help students adjust to the high school environment. 










To read the full article, click here
Wall Street Journal article:  THE HIGH SCHOOL DROPOUT’S ECONOMIC RIPPLE EFFECT:  Mayors Go Door to Door, Personally Encouraging Students to Stay in the Game for Their Own Good -- and for the Sake of the City

As the financial meltdown and economic slump hold the national spotlight, another potential crisis is on the horizon: a persistently high dropout rate that educators and mayors across the country say increases the threat to the country's strength and prosperity.  According to one study, only half of the high school students in the nation's 50 largest cities are graduating in four years, with a figure as low as 25% in Detroit.  And while concern over dropouts isn't new, the problem now has officials outside of public education worried enough to get directly involved.  The U.S. Conference of Mayors is focusing its education efforts on dropouts.


To read the full article, click here

To submit information for the monthly Update, please email text to Elizabeth Stith, Louisville Metro Office of Youth Development, Elizabeth.stith@louisvilleky.gov. 
