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Background
The 1998 General Assembly provided Kentucky high school students and GED recipients a great opportunity to make their education pay with the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship (KEES)! KEES, administered by the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA), is funded by Kentucky Lottery proceeds. Students who try to get the most from high school by studying hard and making good grades (2.5 GPA or higher) can earn scholarships for college or technical school. The better students do in high school, the more they will earn toward college scholarships. And students who complete their college studies have a better opportunity to achieve their career goals and improve their standard of living. GED recipients may earn awards based on their ACT scores.
Awards

For each year you earn a 2.5 or better GPA, students can earn the base amount of $125. For instance, a high school freshman who earns a 3.5 GPA would have a $375 scholarship for each year of college. Amounts range from $125 to $500.
ACT Awards
Students can earn a bonus award for an ACT score of 15 or above. For example, a KEES-eligible student who has a score of 25 would earn an additional $393 for each year of college. Awards range from $36 for a score of 15, to $500 for a 28 or above.

KEES Eligibility

To be eligible for a KEES yearly GPA award, a high school student must:

•
Be a U.S. citizen, national or permanent resident. 

•
Be a Kentucky resident. You are eligible if you maintain your legal residence in Kentucky while attending the U.S. Congressional Page School or participating in an approved foreign educational exchange program. You are eligible if your parent or guardian maintains legal residence in Kentucky while serving in the U.S. armed forces. 

•
Have earned at least a 2.5 GPA in any year of high school while meeting the KEES curriculum requirements. 

•
Attend and graduate from a certified Kentucky high school or other approved high school. 

•
Not be a convicted felon. 
